
PREDICT. “Today, we’ll learn about how sound is made on the pipe organ. How do you think 
sound is made on this instrument?”

ENGAGE students

EXPLORE sounds
WATCH. Watch the Class Notes video, How the Pipe Organ Works. (4:30 min.)

PLAY. Play a game of “Name that Pipe Organ Part” using the included visuals.  (For younger 
learners, consider just reviewing the parts as opposed to a quiz.)

REVIEW. Use the following review questions for journaling or discussion. Younger learners may 
not retain the information after one view, so you might skip this activity with them.

✓ In the pipe organ you saw and heard in the video, how is the wind in the wind 
system generated? (a motor)

✓ How is wind let out of the pipes? (by pressing a key or many keys)
✓ Besides keys, what else can activate pipes? (foot pedals)
✓ Fill in the blank: the greater the length of the pipe, the ____ the pitch. (lower)
✓ What are groupings of pipes called? (ranks)
✓ What do stops do? (change the timbre (TAM-ber) of the note)
✓ What are three words you would use to describe the organ? 

EXTEND learning
Choose one or both activities to extend learning.

WATCH. Learn more in the third video lesson of the series, Composers and the Organ.

CREATE. Play a game of Sound Machine. Remind students that the pipe organ is like a 
machine, made of many parts that work together. Ask students to brainstorm a 
sound effects with their mouth or hands (body percussion) that sound like a 
machine. Instruct students to pick their favorite sound. Starting from silence, turn 
each machine part (student) “on” by tapping the student until all machine parts 
are going. See if the class can start to fit their sounds together. Eventually start 
turning parts “off” (tap students again) until it is silent once again. Note: This game 
tends to get silly! Depending on your teaching style, you can let it be a silly game or 
encourage the students to stay focused on their sound even when it gets noisy. 

✓ Follow along with this lesson online! www.classnotes.org
✓ Broken link? Need help adapting a lesson? Contact Katie Condon, education specialist

INSTRUMENT EXPLORATION:

How the Pipe Organ Works
Age Range: Elementary, Middle School
Learning Objective: Students will learn about how sound is produced on a pipe organ.
Note to Teachers: This is the second of a three-part video series featuring the pipe organ. The first 

lesson is an introduction to the instrument. This video explores how sound is 
produced, and lesson three explores Composers and the Organ.

https://youtu.be/8i4S555Yas8
https://files.apmcdn.org/production/b3e5e3b811573ca07756bb85fbcb4297.pdf
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2022/06/16/instrument-exploration-the-organ-part-three
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2022/06/09/instrument-exploration-the-organ-part-two
mailto:kcondon@mpr.org?subject=Class%20Notes%20Lesson%20Library
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2022/06/02/instrument-exploration-the-organ-part-one
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2022/06/16/instrument-exploration-the-organ-part-three
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