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Siama's Congo Roots

Supporting Materials Packet

Siama's Congo Roots (Dallas Johnson, Siama Matuzungidi)
Photo Credit: Jenny Cvek

About the Performers:

Siama Matuzungidi [see-AHM-ah mah-too-zoon-GEE-dee] hails from DR Congo in Centrall
Africa where the greatest export is music, influencing the birth of jazz and every genre since.
Back in the day, Siama recorded hundreds of songs and toured the world with popular artists.
Now based in Minneapolis, he's known for his intricate guitar, catchy songs (traditional
Congolese-style, Congolese Rumba and Soukous [soo-koos]), spirited singing and traditional
African instruments. Siama's wife and musical partner, Dallas Johnson, is a vocalist and
songwriter whose musical spirit came alive the first moment she sang Siama's music so she's
passionate about sharing that experience.

Learning Goals:

1. Students will explore several kinds of singing, including call-and response patterns,
layering, yodeling, and beatboxing.

2. Students will describe cultural and functional uses of music from DR Congo.

3. Students will identify a variety of instruments, including guitar and various
percussion instruments, by sight and sound.
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Preparing for your Class Notes Concert

Thank you for signing up for a Class Notes Concert, brought to you by
YourClassical MPR!

The Class Notes team has created two resources to help prepare for and
extend the Class Notes Concerts experience:

. Meet the Artist PowerPoint. Build excitement for the concert by
introducing the ensemble in advance. Students will learn key
information like instrumentation and style of music.

2. Supporting Materials Packet. The lessons in this packet come from
the Class Notes Lesson Library. The first lesson is designed to be a
starting point for discussing audience behavior prior to the concert.
All other lessons align with learning objectives for this artist. Use these
before the concert to introduce an important musical concept or
after the experience to reinforce learning. Every classroom is different.
Teachers should customize all content to fit student needs.

After your Class Notes Concert, please fill out our teacher survey and have
your students complete our student survey. Class Notes staff will send a link
with instructions after your concert.

PACKET CONTENTS

1)  What is an AUDIENCE?

2) The Voice & Vocal Health: Exploring the Voice
3) Music & Geography: Around the World

4) Virtual Concert; Vocal Music
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" MUSIC FUNDAMENTALS:
®

What is an AUDIENCE?

Age Range: Elementary, Grades K-3
Learning Objective: Students will demonstrate active listening and positive audience behavior in a

concert setting.

Total Video Time: 5:29

INTRODUCE the concept of audience

.

2.

Ask, “Have you ever been to a concert or performance?” Allow students time to respond.

Explain, “There are two main jobs at a concert: the job of the performer, and the job of the
audience.”

Ask students to share with a classmate about a time they watched a performance. What did
the performer do? What did the audience do?

After some time for students to discuss with each other, encourage students to share out
their experiences with the class, supporting and validating the variety of experiences.

Remind students, “There are many kinds of audiences. The type of concert influences how an
audience responds.”

As a classroom, create a chart listing positive and respectful audience behavior. Use the
sample chart as a starting point.

LEARN about being an audience

.

Explain, “Sometimes an audience will dance and sing along with a performer. Sometimes it's
the job of an audience to listen and notice as many sounds as possible. When we need to
notice sounds, our own voices and body wiggles can keep us from hearing the performer. So
it can be helpful to let out some wiggles and sounds before listening.”

Learn to sing a song about being in the audience: “We Are The Audience.” (Download the
score here.)

Watch our Class Notes Video: What to do at a Concert.

EXTEND learning about being an audience

Choose one or more activities to extend learning.

.

Practice audience skills by utilizing one of our Class Notes Virtual Concerts. In these lessons,
teachers play the role of Concert Host, and students play the role of the audience.

Hold your own classroom concert! Assign performers, audience members, and observers.
The job of the observers is to notice good audience behavior. (i.e. “I noticed STUDENT was
watching the performer and not talking!)

v Follow along with this lesson online! www.classnotes.org @&; WATER " YourClassical
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https://files.apmcdn.org/production/5e8f3d1c2f9e2bfbd75b34806ecdebeb.pdf
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Visuals: What is an AUDIENCE?

We Are the Audience when....

« We listen to and notice sounds.

« We research in advance: Who is visiting your school? Where
are they from? What type of music can you expect?

+ We follow directions on where and how to sit so you can see
and hear.

« We are curious! What questions would you ask the
performer?

« We notice the timbre, or uniqgue and special sounds, made
by each instrument or voice.

+ We make predictions. What do you think will happen next?
« We share your experience with someone at home.
+ We show appreciation at the end by clapping.

. . . CLEAN .
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Visuals: What is an AUDIENCE?

We Are the Audience
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Suggestion for song usage:

The first time the song is introduced, ask students to watch and listen, and encourage
them to keep a steady beat (maybe by rhythmically bouncing one fist on top of
another.) Perform just the first half of the song. When you get to the “wiggle” part, ask
them to join you. Repeat the first part of the song again- this time they can join you in
the singing. After the second wiggle, explain, “This time the song starts the same, but
ends differently.” Slow down and get considerably quieter on “Feel your body quiet
down..” so that you are at a slow whisper by the end of the song.
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THE VOICE & VOCAL HEALTH

Exploring the Voice

Age Range: Late Elementary, Middle School, High School

About: Students will understand that the voice is an instrument and will acquire a basic
understanding of how the voice produces sound.

Total Video Time: 4:31 (lesson only); 20:34 (with extensions)

INTRODUCTION

We all have an instrument we carry around with us in our bodies- our voice! In this short video,
singer Liz Pearse explains how our voices make different types of sound.

Click here to play the video. (Video approx. 5 minutes)

EXTEND

1. Answer the following questions to secure and reinforce comprehension of key concepts.
+ Name a few parts of the body that help the voice produce vocal sounds.
+ The voice is essentially a tube. What body part is at the bottom of the tube? What body
part is at the top of the tube?
+  What important part of the body is in the middle of the tube?
*  Whatis one way to change the shape of your vocal sound?
+  What are some ways you can control your vocal sound?
+ What's the weirdest sound you can make with your voice?
2. Remember there are different types of voices. Review them with the Class Notes lesson What
are VOICE TYPES?
3. Watch and listen to a few singers and think about how they are using the instruments of their
voice.
* Mezzo Soprano Joyce DiDonato sings an aria by Henry Purcell
+ Tenor Lawrence Brownlee sings a collection of songs.
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https://www.classnotes.org/story/2022/09/01/what-are-voice-types
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MUSIC & GEOGRAPHY:

Around the World

Age Range: Elementary, Middle School, Grades 2-8

Learning Objective: Students will demonstrate an understanding that artistic works are influenced by
personal and cultural contexts.

INTRODUCE music around the world with a game

1. Ask students to name a song, and then ask where it's from. Encourage them to research if
they don't know.

2. Repeat several times. If examples seem to all be from a very specific time or place,
encourage them to think of a song from someplace else.

3. After a few rounds, students will begin to draw the connection that music is a cultural
expression, and that music comes from everywhere.

EXPLORE music around the world

1. Show students a blank map of the world like this one. Explain that you will visit various
locations. During each “visit” you will learn about a particular style of music that originated in
that area. "Visits” might be spread out over several class periods.

2. Select locations/musical styles from the options below, or others of your own choosing:
« Traditional Ojibwe singing-Minnesota/the Dakotas/Canada
* Ragtime-St. Louis, MO
*  Mariachi-Mexico
+ Alpine yodeling-Switzerland/Austria
*  Raga-India
« Tuvan throat singing-Mongolia
* Kwv Thxigj-Southeast Asia
+ Taiko-Japan
Once you select your places, mark the locations on a map.
Choose a country to “visit.” Start by listening to music in that style.

5. Using the included printable worksheet, fill out a fact grid, so that students learn core
characteristics of each style. You may present the material to students or have them do
research on their own.

6. Visit as many places as your time frame allows! Use our completed grids as a starting point
for each culture.

7. If you wish, continue “visiting” countries/regions throughout the year. Customize the lesson by
visiting a region that you or one of your students has lived in.
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Around the World

SAMPLE GRIDS (page 1)

Completed Grid: Ojibwe Singing

Genre/Style

TRADITIONAL OJIBWE-ANISHINAABE MUSIC

Location

Parts of Minnesota and Canada, surrounding Lake Superior

Description of Music

Songs from the Ojibwe-Anishinaabe: This music is often vocal and
uses instruments such as rattles, shakers and drums.

The number four is an important element in Ojibwe-Anishinaabe

Fact #1 music and culture. It represents balance.

Fact #2 Music is used from many things in Ojibwe-Anishinaabe culture:
teaching, celebration and traditional ceremonies.

Fact #3 You should ask permission to perform a song someone else has

written.

Musical Example

Video: Teaching Appreciation and Understanding for Native
: :

Completed Grid: Ragtime

Genre/Style

RAGTIME

Location

St. Louis, Missouri, USA

Description of

Music characterized by a syncopated melodic line and regularly

Music accented accompaniment.

Fact #1 Was most popular during the early years of the 20th century.
Fact #2 Scott Joplin was a famous ragtime composer.
Fact #3 Gets its name from its “ragged,” or syncopated rhythmes.

Musical Example

Video: Scott Joplin's Maple Leaf Rag

AROUND THE WORLD CLASS NOTES PRINTABLE: SAMPLE GRIDS ~ www.classnotes.org



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRB7cqLcyuw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRB7cqLcyuw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-wQLAUJnIg

Around the World

SAMPLE GRIDS (page 2)

Completed Grid: Mariachi

Genre/Style

MARIACHI

Location

Mexico

Description of Music

Folk music from Mexico. There are variations in the music
depending on the precise region of the origin within Mexico.

Instrumentation usually includes violin and guitar and sometimes

Aeleeszd trumpet.
Fact #2 Some Mariachi music uses falsetto vocals.

Mariachi music is often used in celebrations or special events, like
Fact #3

weddings, holidays or funerals.

Musical Example

Video: Mariachi Sol De Mexico

Completed Grid: Yodeling

Genre/Style

ALPINE YODELING

Location

Switzerland, Austria

Description of

Form of singing developed in rural areas of the Alps.

Music
Fact #1 Involves fast changes between high and low pitches.
Fact #2 Singer must switch register, which is a practiced skill.
Fact #3 Was originally developed as a form of communicating over long

distances.

Musical Example

Video: Eranzl Llang- Jodlergsang und Zitherklang

AROUND THE WORLD
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtRn2qmmOes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDzlJ3k6whY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDzlJ3k6whY
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Around the World

SAMPLE GRIDS (page 3)

Completed Grid: Raga

Genre/Style

RAGA

Location

India

Description of Music

A traditional melodic pattern that is a fundamental part of Indian
classical music.

Uses a series of five to nine notes as a basis for composition, then

Fact #1 . R
Improvisation.

Fact #2 Specific ragas can be associated with certain times of day or
seasons.

Fact #3 There are regional differences between ragas and raga

interpretation.

Musical Example

Video: Ravi Shankar- Tenth Decade

Completed Grid: Throat Singing

Genre/Style

TUVAN THROAT SINGING

Location

Mongoliq, Siberia, Russia, Tuva

Description of

A style of singing in which the singer produces two pitches at the

Music same time, creating harmony.
Fact #1 Attempts to mimic or imitate sounds of nature
Fact #2 The singer produces a fundamental pitch and then a particular
overtone, part of the harmonic series.
Fact #3 There are different ways of categorizing the variations of Tuvan

throat singing.

Musical Example

Video: Tuvan Throat Singing

AROUND THE WORLD
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Around the World

SAMPLE GRIDS (page 4)

Completed Grid: Kwv Thxiaj

Genre/Style

KWV THXIAJ (pronounced “k-ou ts-ee-ah"”)

Location

Southeast Asiq, including Laos, Thailand, Vietnam, parts of China

Description of Music

Vocal folk music of the Hmong people.

Fact #1 Sung by both men and women of all ages.

Fact #2 This music is for voice only. The vocal quality is raw, powerful, and
loud.

Fact #3 The language in these songs is referred to as “paj lug,” or “flowery

language.” It is often used for courting.

Musical Example

Video: Kwyv Txhidj

Completed Grid: Taiko

Genre/Style

TAIKO

Location

Japan

Description of

Percussion-based music usually played in an ensemble using a

Music variety of instruments.
Fact #1 Has ancient origins.
Fact #2 Hos peen use.d.fpr Many purposes, inqluding Commupicotion, use
in military activities, and use for theatrical accompaniment.
Fact #3 Styles vary by region.

Musical Example

Video: Kodo = "O-Dajko”

AROUND THE WORLD
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16oDy9e8_s8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16oDy9e8_s8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7HL5wYqAbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7HL5wYqAbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7HL5wYqAbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7HL5wYqAbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7HL5wYqAbU

NAME: CLASS:

Genre/Style

Location

Description of
Music

Fact #1

Fact #2

Fact #3

Musical Example

MUSIC & GEOGRAPHY CLASS NOTES PRINTABLE: AROUND THE WORLD www.classnotes.org

NAME: CLASS:

Genre/Style

Location

Description of
Music

Fact #1

Fact #2

Fact #3

Musical Example
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VIRTUAL CONCERT:

Vocal Music

Age Range: Elementary, Middle School; Grades K-8

Learning Objective: Students will review the role of an audience while they listen to vocal music featuring
Minnesota-based musicians.

Total Video Time: 1714
Total Lesson Time:  Approximately 30 minutes

HOW TO USE Virtual Concerts

Virtual Concerts give students the opportunity to practice being an audience and experience a
variety of music. The teacher or students can play the role of Concert Host narrating between
each piece of music.

Use the provided Concert Host Script to guide students through a series of videos reenacting a
concert. Customize the lesson to fit your needs, resources, and teaching style.

CUSTOMIZE the experience

Every classroom is unique. Choose among the following ideas to make the experience fit your
teaching style and your students’ needs.

1.  Discuss the role of the audience. This virtual concert is designed to prepare students to
e an audience. For younger kids, use our Audience Lesson before this concert. For older
students, facilitate a discussion on the different kinds of audiences for events such as a
rock concert, a hockey game, a piano recital, etc.

2. Letthe students be the Concert Host. Cut the script into strips and hand them out to
different students. Be sure to number the strips first, so you can call kids up at the
appropriate time. (Recommended for Grades 4 and up.)

3. Make the experience interactive. Pause for reflection after each video using the
suggested reflection questions. Invite students to share their thoughts with a neighbor,
so everyone gets a chance to talk. Older students can fill out the Concert Reflection

Worksheet. (Recommended for all ages.)

4. Integrate imaginative play. Imaginative play increases socials skills and the ability to
manage emotions. Here's a suggestion on how to utilize imaginative play: Pretend to
take a field trip to the concert- in your very own school! Build excitement for the
experience a couple days in advance. On the day of the concert, pretend to get on @
bus and drive students to the concert (maybe through the school hallways). Arrive back
at the classroom and find seats. Create an exciting atmosphere by turning off the lights.
(Recommended for Grades K-2)

EXTEND |learning

Choose one or more of the links below to learn more about the artists.

1. Watch Siama and Dallas explain more about the role music played in Siama’s childhood in
the DR Congo.

Learn this Bucket Passing Activity and sing and play along with Afoutayi's Zamn Telele!

Learn more about Gaelynn in her introduction video or watch her virtual concert!

o : CLEAN q
v Follow along with this lesson online! www.classnotes.org @&; WATER " YourClassical
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