
BEGINNING BAND
How to Care for Percussion Instruments

Total Video Time: 2:52

INTRODUCTION
Percussionist Eri Isomura will walk you through the basics of setting up your snare drum and 
taking care of it.

Click here to play the video. (Video approx. 3 minutes)

STEP-BY-STEP instructions
• Take out the stand and turn the basket so it faces up. Tighten the wingnut to secure the 

basket (“righty tighty, lefty loosey”!).

• Loosen the wingnut securing the legs, and spread the legs of the stand out. Tighten just 
enough to secure them.

• Loosen the wingnut between the basket and legs to adjust the height. Leave it loose for now.

• Open the arms of the basket and place the snare drum. The arms of the basket should not 
touch the resonant head at the bottom of the drum.

• Rotate the snare drum so the lever is facing you.

• Adjust the height of the stand so the top of the drum is about 2 inches below your elbow, and 
a little below your belt buckle.

• Make sure the snare drum is nice and flat, and you’re ready to play.

• When transporting, carefully place the drum in its case, and fold up the stand by loosening 
the wingnuts and collapsing the basket and legs. Don’t loosen the wingnuts too much or they 
will fall off!

Print this and keep it in your case or band folder!

✓ Follow along with this lesson online! www.classnotes.org
✓ Broken link? Need help adapting a lesson? Contact Katie Condon, education specialist

About: Students will demonstrate proper care and technique when assembling their 
instrument and putting it away. 

Age Range: Late Elementary, Middle School

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVsvyxhb8ko
https://files.apmcdn.org/production/f9a39459d457ac862b6a03602c049fa8.pdf
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2025/08/27/beginning-band-how-to-care-for-percussion-instruments
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2025/08/27/beginning-band-how-to-care-for-percussion-instruments
mailto:kcondon@mpr.org?subject=Class%20Notes%20Lesson%20Library
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