
INSTRUMENT EXPLORATION:

Trombone
Age Range: Elementary
Learning Objective: Students will identify the trombone by sight and sound.

ENGAGE students
ASK. “What do you know about the trombone? What does it look like? What does it 

sound like? To which instrument family does it belong?”

EXPLORE sounds
WATCH. “Learn a little about the trombone by watching this video featuring Minnesota 

Orchestra trombone player, R. Douglas Wright.”

EXPLAIN. “The trombone is part of the brass family. It is used in many genres, or styles 
of music, including jazz! A famous trombone player called Trombone Shorty 
started playing when he was 4! See a picture of him playing early on!”

WATCH. Watch a video of Trombone Shorty playing at the White House. He plays a 
song that includes call and response. Try to echo his singing when that part 
comes up!

EXPLAIN. “The trombone is also part of the orchestra. Composer Gustav Mahler 
featured trombones in this short section of his second symphony. As you 
watch, see how many other instruments you can name. You might also 
pretend to play your air trombone along with the players in the video!”

WATCH. Watch the New York Philharmonic play part of Mahler’s 2nd Symphony. 

EXTEND learning
Choose one or more activities to extend learning.

REVIEW. Check students’ comprehension! Discuss or journal:
• To which instrument family does the trombone belong?
• How do trombone players make a sound on their instrument?
• How do trombone players change the pitch, or notes, that they play?
• How would you describe the sound of the trombone?

LEARN. Continue learning using the Class Notes lesson all about the Brass Family!

✓ Follow along with this lesson online! www.classnotes.org
✓ Broken link? Need help adapting a lesson? Contact Katie Condon, education specialist

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6HgVhRCX04&t=2s
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f0/TromboneShortyCarlsbergFest.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSbP6ZhfPs0&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jpngMjN6fmQ
https://www.yourclassical.org/story/2020/04/08/classical-kids-music-lessons-buzz-off
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2021/02/24/instrument-exploration-trombone
mailto:kcondon@mpr.org?subject=Class%20Notes%20Lesson%20Library
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