
BEGINNING BAND

Playing the Tuba
Age Range: Late Elementary, Middle School

About: Students will be introduced to the tuba

Total Video Time: 1:09 (lesson only); 2:33 (with extension)

INTRODUCTION
Meet tuba player Jacob Grewe! He will tell you about his instrument and why he chose to play it.

Click here to play the video. (Video approx. 1 minute)

FUN FACTS
• The tuba is the largest member of the brass family, which means it is able to play the lowest 

sounds of any brass instrument.

• There is a special type of tuba called a sousaphone. Tubas and sousaphones basically work 
the same way, but they are shaped differently. The sousaphone is circular and wraps around 
the player’s body, which makes it easier to play and carry while marching with a marching 
band. The sousaphone is named after John Philip Sousa, a composer known for composing 
marches.

• Tubas can weigh from around 20-30 pounds. 

LISTEN and WATCH
Click here for more music featuring the tuba.

✓ Follow along with this lesson online! www.classnotes.org
✓ Broken link? Need help adapting a lesson? Contact Katie Condon, education specialist

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBG2kVV_S8A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUMkHzAH6Mo
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2025/08/27/beginning-band-playing-the-tuba
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2025/08/27/beginning-band-playing-the-tuba
mailto:kcondon@mpr.org?subject=Class%20Notes%20Lesson%20Library
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