
MUSIC FUNDAMENTALS:

What is TEMPO?
Age Range: Elementary
Learning Objective: Students will demonstrate awareness and understanding of tempo through correct 

use of terms and playing and moving in response to tempo prompts.

ENGAGE students
WATCH. Watch the Class Notes Video: Fast or Slow Means Tempo. (3 min.)

EXPLORE sounds
DRAW.  Have students draw a blank tempo spectrum chart, like the one here. List the eight 

tempo markings mentioned in the video from slowest to fastest. If desired, add the 
descriptors of “slowest, medium, super duper fast, etc” to help students understand. 
(If you prefer to have the chart ready for the students, download our Tempo Chart 
Worksheet .)

BRAINSTORM. “Underneath each tempo draw a picture of something that often moves at that 
speed. A snail or turtle might be at the slow end of your chart. A cheetah might be 
at the fast end. Vehicles, like bikes, cars and airplanes, work well too.”

PLAY.  Play a game of Tempo Olympics! Create a set of tempo flashcards (or print 
our Tempo Flashcards.) Begin with just three: largo, moderato and presto. These 
represent the slow, middle and fast end of the spectrum. Invite students to pick an 
activity, such as push-ups or jumping jacks. Pick a flashcard and, all together, 
perform the designated activity at that tempo. Pick a different card and try the 
activity at a different tempo. Notice how largo jumping jacks feel very different than 
presto jumping jacks!

EXTEND learning
Choose one or more activities to extend learning.

REVIEW.
• Younger Students: Focus on just two tempi with younger students with this silly 

video about presto and largo.
• Older Students: Designate two sides of the room - one as largo and one as presto. 

Listen to Bartok’s Evening in Transylvania (embedded in web version of lesson) and 
ask students to change sides of the room when the tempo changes.

LISTEN.  Use the playlists on the next page to explore the various tempi (the plural of 
tempo). While listening, students can move, draw, or journal.

✓ Follow along with this lesson online! www.classnotes.org
✓ Broken link? Need help adapting a lesson? Contact Katie Condon, education specialist

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxcQAsC31kY
https://img.apmcdn.org/376ebc7b7a1e15c3c265c509077a9477bcda3260/uncropped/6e8d4b-20230831-tempo-chart-3522.png
https://files.apmcdn.org/production/fe94723edf2d4517f5f33454e8f34bd3.pdf
https://files.apmcdn.org/production/fe94723edf2d4517f5f33454e8f34bd3.pdf
https://files.apmcdn.org/production/cc468ef12c2f1fa1c3a8e656d108f08c.pdf
https://img.apmcdn.org/8c8bc0c5a91860d349a8fc70a5abadf576895c05/uncropped/9fbbd1-20230407-tempo-flashcards-largo-webp1000.webp
https://img.apmcdn.org/de747303fae840ba1f81a1be1617c61f86a2c7eb/uncropped/8e71a0-20230407-tempo-flashcards-moderato-webp1000.webp
https://img.apmcdn.org/3b64c01cb5276654e72805664c2286635fce11ec/uncropped/2b6fa6-20230407-presto-flash-card-webp1000.webp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iN5Jv9s-z80&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iN5Jv9s-z80&t=2s
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2020/04/10/what-is-tempo
mailto:kcondon@mpr.org?subject=Class%20Notes%20Lesson%20Library


MUSIC FUNDAMENTALS:

What is TEMPO?

EXTEND learning
Recommended selections:

Largo:
• S. Rachmaninov, “Elegie” from Morceaux de Fantasie
• F. Price, “Largo” from Symphony No. 1
• P. Smith, Nunc Dimittis

Moderato:
• S. Roehm, Hey Fellas
• S. Matuzungidi, “Malembe”
• Traditional (arr. The OK Factor), “Shenandoah”

Presto:
• B. Smetana, “Dance of the Comedians” from The Bartered Bride
• A. Vivaldi, Presto from “Summer”
• N. Rimsky-Korsakov, “Flight of the Bumblebee”

✓ Follow along with this lesson online! www.classnotes.org
✓ Broken link? Need help adapting a lesson? Contact Katie Condon, education specialist

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKWEgr_c9tA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qleaCRn3XgM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bOpXk-AYdM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwdocAMWb_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A64qva_WafU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7Ko8tMAy_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KY1b52b0Re4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=124NoPUBDvA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YWvf9fRQ3vI
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2020/04/10/what-is-tempo
mailto:kcondon@mpr.org?subject=Class%20Notes%20Lesson%20Library
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