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Playing the Trombone

Age Range: Late Elementary, Middle School
About: Students will be introduced to the trombone
Total Video Time: 110 (lesson only); 3:39 (with extension)

INTRODUCTION

Meet trombone player Felix Regalado. He will tell you about his instrument and why he chose to
play it.

Click here to play the video. (Video approx. 1 minute)

FUN FACTS

+ The trombone is the only modern brass instrument without valves, or buttons that help players
find pitches. Instead of using valves, trombone players use their slide.

+ The slide makes it possible for a trombone player to play a “sad trombone” sound or a
glissando, a sound that is made when sliding from one pitch to another.

* In the French language, the word “trombone” also means “paper clip.” Take a look at a paper
clip and see if you can see a resemblance.

LISTEN and WATCH

Click here for more music featuring the trombone.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hx6J3abJ2hc
https://www.google.com/search?q=sad+trombone&sca_esv=026ca5c1e8389fd9&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1007US1007&sxsrf=AE3TifNi4YpwhYwMifK-6p4cOIULuDUryA%3A1755281091068&ei=w3afaPH1A420wN4PvobQmAM&ved=0ahUKEwix46fPs42PAxUNGtAFHT4DFDMQ4dUDCBE&uact=5&oq=sad+trombone&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:6371dbb6,vid:CQeezCdF4mk,st:0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZa7IS3Lgjw
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2025/08/27/beginning-band-playing-the-trombone
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2025/08/27/beginning-band-playing-the-trombone
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