
BEGINNING BAND

How to Care for the Trumpet

Total Video Time: 1:51

INTRODUCTION
Trumpet player Marissa Benedict will walk you through the basics of putting together your 
trumpet and taking care of it.

Click here to play the video. (Video approx. 2 minutes)

STEP-BY-STEP instructions
• Make sure the trumpet case is on a solid surface.

• Take the trumpet out of the case and hold it with your left hand.

• Place the mouthpiece in the front of the trumpet and give it a little twist to secure.

• Make sure your valves and tuning slides are moving smoothly. Grease or oil as needed.

• To oil a rotary valve, apply a small drop of valve oil to each moving part of the valve.

• To grease a slide, remove it, wipe it clean, and apply a small amount of slide grease to the 
ends of each side. Reinsert it and slide it back and forth.

• After practicing, empty water through the spit valves and slides as needed.

• Remove the mouthpiece and wipe as needed. Return the mouthpiece and trumpet to the 
case, and make sure to secure the case so the instrument doesn’t fall out.

Print this and keep it in your case or band folder!

✓ Follow along with this lesson online! www.classnotes.org
✓ Broken link? Need help adapting a lesson? Contact Katie Condon, education specialist

About: Students will demonstrate proper care and technique when assembling their 
instrument and putting it away. 

Age Range: Late Elementary, Middle School

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ts1Sb05E3q4
https://files.apmcdn.org/production/b6cdefa8d26e610eaecf5b2e35bdd487.pdf
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2025/08/27/beginning-band-how-to-care-for-the-trumpet
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2025/08/27/beginning-band-how-to-care-for-the-trumpet
mailto:kcondon@mpr.org?subject=Class%20Notes%20Lesson%20Library
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