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00:06
I'm us Poet Laureate Tracy K. Smith. And this is the slow down.

00:23
I fell in love with poetry, because of what it taught me. Reading poems, I recognized feelings that
were alive in me, but that I'd never before described to myself. I found myself at home in places I'd
never been experiences I'd never had. But when I began to write poems, a feeling of dread would
kick in to silence me. Even if the subject of my poem had potential,

00:54
in my in expert hands,

00:56
how could it ever measure up to the wisdom and talent of the poets I loved? needless to say,
there are a great many unfinished poems from that time in my life. What changed? Well, I let go
of the need to be an expert, and started asking questions in my poems, the very same questions I
wanted to ask in real life. When I was too shy to open up about my own life, I wrote as if I were a
figure from history, or film,

01:31
or mythology,
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01:32
often feeling surprised at how easily what was real for me

01:38
fit into those other characters mouths.

01:41
I learned that when the conscious part of the brain has a task, like repetition, or rhyme to keep it
busy, the unconscious mind is free to do its own strange and surprising work. Most importantly, I
accepted the fact that I might never write an immortal masterpiece, a poem that solves the big
problems of being alive, or sings once and for all, the true and universal song of love,

02:13
or pain, or joy.

02:17
When I accepted that, I found that I was free writing became a joyful enterprise hard work that, at
times actually felt like play. Today's poem is the unwritten by former US Poet Laureate ws merwin
of Maui. It bows to the poem of absolute truth and beauty that none of us will ever write. the
unwritten by ws merwin. Inside this pencil, crouch words that have never been written, never been
spoken, never been taught.

03:03
They're hiding.

03:05
Their awaken their dark in the dark, hearing us, but they won't come out. Not for love. Not for
time, not for fire. Even when the dark has worn away, they'll still be there hiding in the air,
multitudes in days to come, may walk through them, breathe them be none, the wiser. What
script? Can it be that they won't unroll? In? What language? Would I recognize it? Would I be able
to follow it to make out the real names of everything? Maybe there aren't many. It could be that
there's only one word, and it's all we need. It's here in this pencil. Every pencil in the world is like
this.
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04:12
The slow down is the production of American Public Media, in partnership with the Library of
Congress and the Poetry Foundation.

04:24
If you like the show, tell a friend about it.

04:32
The slow down is written by me. Tracy K. Smith. It is produced by Jennifer Lai,

04:38
with Tracy Mumford.

04:40
Our music is by Alexis quadrado. Engineering by Corey strebel production support I joy Biles.
These episodes were recorded at w w. FM Trenton, New Jersey
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