
INSTRUMENT EXPLORATION:

Violin
Age Range: Elementary
Learning Objective: Students will learn to identify the violin by sight and sound.

ENGAGE students
ASK. “Have you ever heard of a violin? What do you know 

about the violin? What do you wonder about the violin?”

EXPLORE sounds
EXPLAIN. “The violin is the smallest member of the string family. Instruments in the string 

family make their sound when a string is plucked or pulled by a bow.”

WATCH. Watch violinist Huldah explain her instrument.

LISTEN. This piece of music is for violin and stomping foot! It is performed by a young 
violinist named AnaÏs Feller. 

REFLECT. “Tell a neighbor (or write down) three things you noticed about the piece, the 
performer, or the violin.” 

EXTEND learning
Choose one or more of the following activities to extend learning.

CREATE. Make your own box violin! Learn about instrument construction and the violin 
by creating your own. Here’s a tutorial to help you.

WATCH. Listen to violinist Erika explain how she changes pitch on her instrument. 

LEARN. Learn the difference between the Baroque violin and the modern violin. 

LISTEN. Listen to Estonian Lullaby, performed by AnaÏs Feller. 

✓ Follow along with this lesson online! www.classnotes.org
✓ Broken link? Need help adapting a lesson? Contact Katie Condon, education specialist

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1EmzQUxslE
https://youtu.be/0DPmhuwDowM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOHsJEAGmcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z5Azfr3QF9I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aPng2FNd3x8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVgmqTIVWvs
https://www.classnotes.org/story/2022/08/18/instrument-exploration-violin
mailto:kcondon@mpr.org?subject=Class%20Notes%20Lesson%20Library
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